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Lamp!:ghm a hundred ysars nhu its first *
still. to be found on libmy shelves - but :’

' writing and eaderly fostered it. Her formal schooling was
- oalnod at the, hshlanablo :chool kepl by Mrs. Ch.in 4

"‘Shownbullliuhpmtwmtym\onwmm

_wnn:mrmandarﬁduwhchwﬂumpmdbyh 5

L)lrpﬁyhmr wu pu‘bﬁshod. It was an hstanl success, and *
work of the day. The first few chapters dealing with the

slums of Boston can be favorably compared with Dickens’
pictures of the London underworld. Forty thousand copies

~ were sold within the first eight weeks of publication. And -

this first edition, issued by John P. Jewett in Boston, was

'nolquxMMhth.wd:bmndhbhckclodgx
gold stamped. m!hc bad strip \with tha.mkand the

% Vabg'wy.aswyolN.wYerksodﬁylih,mmaodw
: without much of the melodrama which heightened and

speeded the action of The Lamplighter. (Though the scene
of the young “Bloods™ of the city racing their fancy sleighs
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Anna Kalherine Groene

URGENTLY WANT
COMPLETE SET OF E. BENZIT
DICTIONARY OF PAINTERS, SCULPTERS
AND ENGRAVERS

PRINT IS iN FRENCH
ANY YEAR PUBLICATION
. C. EULETTE
., 5559 W. Nevth Avenue
Chicago, lllinois 60639
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1 Mrs. Theima Hcllolon
22444 Nowpod 9 82, G«:nd Yonoco. CA 92324

—AcOmoF\'oGMUommemoHoum.u
Lesson - 1918, G, by Stella M. Francis........ .
leoonyMounlem WMG,

- Pherson, VG, 1944, 39 M. onaDiooromsJun R
£u¢ng Red by Eve Gorrette Behind the Scenes in
Russic 1000y, 1821, VG, GIOdY .. cevviannnnnenns
* White Mommothe, Alexander Poliakov - lil. with Pholo-
oraphs: 8. 4943, DA VG . Liv s chsoppvemsmdamns
Tho Yermako Traonster, Derek Lambert - 45t Americar.
< Eaifion, 1974, DJ. VG IoF........ 3
_Native Son - Richard Wright, 1940, 1st
New Woﬂo‘noConquu. Richard Halll
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* were ordering copies in quantity for circulation.

..Her love interest is the most ansemic to be found in a
so-called “domestic™ or “sentimental™ novel. In a regular

" pattern from book to book her hero is briefly introduced

near the baginning of the narrative and then whisked away
(in the Lamplighter he is shipped to India, in Mabe/
Vaughan 10 the wilds of the illinis frontier) until very close
to the end, when he is as speedily retuned for no other
rusonthmloprmlh-bngwmmgm-wm»o
only happy ending ible in a novel -
Thalwwdmlovnmmuwmlh.mam
pictures of isationships between two generations - pwents.
and children - or between women upon which depend
most of the drama of her books.
In The Lamplighter Gertie's

battle with the

" selfish daughters of her blind friend’s stepmother is acutely

and reasonably described to the last detail. In fact Gertie's
rise from her sordid beginnings 10 her sturdy indey e
In life is believable and holds interest throughout. One

" critic says bluntly that: “But if the student of taste wants
- to know thoughts’ and feelings of the majority who hved

during Franklin Pierce’s administration he will gt 1 n
*The Lamplighter” rather than in Walden.™

The novels abound in accounts of travel - was this the
wishful thinking of one who was tied 1o a nairow scene by

"l health-and perhaps family cares? In Mabel Vaughan

there is a detailed description of a visit 10 Niagara Falis
and of a long, tedious journey westward. While characters
in The Lamplighter spend weeks in New York and at
Saratoga.

Social problems are not ignored. Tne alcoholism of
Mabel Vaughan's brother and his slow moral col'apse is
outlined in a perfectly credible sequence of events. Miss
Cummins’ heroines are independent 10 a degree not 1o be
found in many books of the same date. Gertie, the orphan
ot The Lamplighter, chooses to alienate her wealthy
benefactor on 3 matter of principle, believing it 10 be far
better to be self supporting in a humble position thay 1o
enjoy the pleasures ol trave! and wealth as a parasite

Translated into Gorman a.d French and circulated widely
abroad, The Lamphg must have 2 new facet
of American life to Europeans. What Susan Warner did for
the country ﬂnsu-c!s Maria Cummins equalied for the urban
centers - ying ¢ y A life in 3 reabs
tic m&\nv.

The Scribbling Women




