STAR EA'ATS ARE mombers of a
highly dmteligent race of felines from the
planet " Zimmorrah.  In Srar Ko ord,
thise famtastic felines blast off from. Earth
gurrying Uae human children with thetn an
thedn spacecradi. These Ka'ats knok exacily
like Earth cals, bur they can communicate
mand-to-mind (a skl c2d lowers have often
suspisetedd  regular Farth-Boried - Relines of
hawirg!,

Star Ka'als are figemends of the fertile
imaginaticn  af Andee  Morton,  inberna-
tlonally acclaired author of scence - B
tan, Fantisy and hastoral novels, Sear
Ea'at World, written with Darothy Mad-
e, is the sequel to Star Ka'w, Both books
are part of Walker am Comgany's science
fickivn bor veung readens series. With puger
spave  stodies  makirg b entertainment
rews labeby, Ms, Marton's Eaabs should
easity capture the imagmation of the eighs-
to-twelve set.

Andre Morten lwes in an unprcien-
tmmas. howse in’ Central Floplda with  six
feliree Friends (o Siamese be Burnmese o
Abyssinian 1o Persian} and a 3000-brok
Ifrary containing many cat-related vol-
umes, Hhe has authered an astonishing &2
haoks. and her words have beer. translated
into  ben  languages {includmg Porugese
and Arabicl. Ranked with the great sclence
fctien writers Heinlein, Asimov and
Clarkce, M. on . reced the 1578
[.R.E. Talkien Award for Achleverment in
Fantasy. Known as the Gandalf (after Tol-
kien's Lord of the Sings wizandl, the

aviard satiseste b digglaved stop dhe belee
wisivan if her Florida living raom,

Andre Morten ks wsed other animals
in her science fiction books, but claims
“the calts seem ko be the most popular.” In
the book Catsepe, Ms, Mortan said, “tele
pathic cals are wsed in the hature as spies
kg, plasied an people to recell what they
s arel hear.,” ln ber wvery first sdence
fiction book, She Mar's Son, the bero
uwses s rmwbant cat, :ﬂ? whom he can
CUrrunicabe I.I:lepl'rhi - a% a fellvw ex-
plorer.” A desrt cat was used in bodh o of
the Andre Morton wvalumes The  Begsd
Muaster and Lord of Thusder.

Im The Hreed o Corse, the world is
taken over by a race of supercits after
mait has withdrawm, The premése of ron
Cage s that man might ore day  Find
himself an inferior amimal to another ape-
cied and ke brested with the sams brutal-
ily thal we beat luboratory animals,” the
weriter hald me.

Bt Arslre Morton dossnt have to
step outside her doar o research the foelioe
charactier for ber writings, She has wivid
memaries of all the cars whe are and were
once members of the househald

The lirst was Timmy. “Timmy  was
dlways top cat around  here,” she e
plained. He had cortain areas of the houss
stakec: aul 35 “his territury” —one  place
buing the desk top im the bedroom win-
dow. He died in 2974, but the other cais
still respect hls besritory poday,

Su-lk ie the anly cal -lfu fraberndzed
with Timmy, She's a Burmese whose name
means “brown gl in Chirese. Su:li ks 2
grent conwersationalist. Once she gets start.
e, s impossdle o get away for ai leasi
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Meet Andre Norton—writer of fantastic

science fiction and a

feline fan too—then

experience the opening passage from her
newest space cat saga on the next page.
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Fiftewn minuies. 1 wous by bo escape before
ghw s Hnished, she will follow vou from
Fisn b posoimy, I.allun"_ i & WHee e h‘i“ A%
Frhel Merman's.

Mloses Frst belarged o Ms, Mareen's
rigce, but he chose to eal amd spend b
leissare time at the Morion hocsehold, “He
ha<l. been trying to move in, bul Tinmy
wouldnt let him" she . eqlamed, When
Timmy died, Moses Finally came 1o stay.
“The other cats did el meseed bim at all”

Felei-Li-Te and Wi Toanp, Siarmese sis-
ter and bBrother whase narws mean “beaa-
tiul coort lady” and “honey  sugar” in
Chinese, wore adopted in 1972

Purch, an eleven-year-old Tabby Per-
eiam, is currently the oklest member of the
Martom feline Family. Punchk i sery fond
ol sleeping on the authors working desk
i the lbrary asd bemds to be shy, al-
theugh she loves o be petted, Her feet are
tippud with white, so she looks as i she
were wearing shile axbards.

Ping Chu (“icicle”t and Chan Shih
Mwartior | are wa Siamese brothers with
interesting Chinese names whio came Lie e
Borton bome in the spring of 1998, Thedr
Favorite pastime, wpon fnding 2 fle cab-
inet deawer . openy s to file themselvis
uncher b for Mischievens.

Iy ami Toth, Abwssinian brother &nd
geter cats, . were adopbed in Mayw 1977
Their nomes are Egvplian in eslgin, Ty
having been 3 queen of the thiriesnth
dvnasty, and Toth the pame of the Egvp-
tian gosl of learnang. Beiore Ty could be
spayed. it was found that she was expect-
ing. She. gave bisth b two Females:  Nefer
'beautitul” ) and Mam (Umoddess  of
trath”),

The Morfan cass reside inoa Lowely
enclosed patio, where they Can enjoy esh
atr ared supshine, Tt are mphtd:ll pro-
wcbed from the outsice workl., Ms. Norton
hadd belirwed in leiting the cats non lopse,
bait the deathe opd dsappesrances of zome
of the precicus ones she had just described
LT T bmln.pl:ﬁ] her b restrict them o
this comiortable conlinemrsnt,

A=ide Fram her busy writing chares,
Ms. Morton belongs e an Orlatghs e
mane group called et Coscern,  When
people can't affored the Full price of neuter-
ing ‘or _spaying iheir  poks, | Pet  Concern
hedps out.

T gl agread many lethers,"" Asidne
Marton tokd e, "P-E-l'l-ph wenel - e pictures
af their cals and say that they read and
enfowid a parisoilar book and they ask me
questions about my cafte Most writers are
cal-minded amd a great many writers wele
arl seril me. pictures of their cats. The
majority of swriters 1 knew own cate and
even breed cate”

It was time for me to 2o, weed as 1
prepared bo keave, the cabs were pathering
around their dishes in the kitchen for
dinmer. 1 withed then that | had the tele
pathic powers Andre Borton gave o her
Sxar Ka'sts. Then, through mind contad, 1
paeld have told them khow were Fortunate
they were to be in the care of soach a
lewbng persom. A (hey looked up at me, |1
had the fumny leeling that they already

koww. oo
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LAN DING ON

A WIND BLEW the graiees so they

bowend and  rostled,  wihile  overbsed
bumg a warm sun, e the sky—it was
mol Blue with puffe of whike clouds.
Pea, B was instesd faintly green, And
those grasses which rustled and. bowed
wern a wery much darker gresn than
[ity Evang had ever seen, with here and
there & blade of bright yellow brown.
Topping those were Fve-pelaled Howers
E NIEI: IrsbLh: ;hr.

The rew a - | bereath.
This  air wu—diH'rr?: iwlm W
ametls be had known all his like that
were not there. Others he had  not
snifteck I:ltl'on-l were, He looked arcund
hisn warily. Those m smmall strange
differences more and r;'l"rnrre crowded aut
the things he hasl abways known, mak:
ing him feel, for the frst lime snce he

his home woarld, a lEtle afraid.

A short distance away, Elly Mare
Browm threw wide ber arms as i she
wald like to hug the grass and all of
i sirangs world of Zimmoreabh close
Lo b

Tus' fme. Mo diny . bulldings, a0
old smelly places. s Hke Granmy's
|-||.mn in the coundryl” she oried oot
with a soft laughk, 1 do balieve this
Ewere mwist b seme sorta drcamf 1 never
oo waws Cepecied  we would come o
sich a five, fine place as thist™

. "But—it's different,” Jim protested
B A SR
ol ol vt e e mm Lised
with permisram of the puldisher, Walker & Ca.

ZIMMORRAH

urmsasily. “Wou oever saw green sky
did woul sod look 'I'|1£r'r." b podnbed
o one of the flowers, "or geen Howers
-H.lhr:r Mose did wou?”
sa, 1 dwdnt,” Elly agreed.
“Orly 1 dont see why one workd has
got to be jus’ like another. This here's
Mer's world, an' Tira's. And | think s
LT
fien turned his head a fraction to
=|ur'p;‘,'& hack a2 the small space shultie
from which they had just crawled (mio
this new  day, Tiro, his bladk  coad
shining &0 the last hair, amd M with
her drab prey and whibe, were wabching
the- children  ingently  From - the
hatch. Tiro was pot a cat (though lim
found it wery bard nod to think af him
as suchi. Rather, he was a En'at the
descendent of & race— and
hurdreds of years old—af space explor-
&5,

Jim, a little afraid 'ui“:lih]l this
strangeness, Pelt a warm @ Eroam
Tiro's mind. “There & no need bor
woarry, cubling. All ks right for us—and
b you.”

He turmed hiz head o Jeok at the
big black Ka'al, and Tiro's green eyes
wyre Friendly. Jim felt better. Sure, this
could be a very srange woskd in many
waye, but one spuld expect that. Tim
amed Mo had promised to book after
kim and Elly Mae, and bhe was sare
thiat they wold.

Cince, 4 very losg time age, Ea'als
had come to fim ad Eliy's oom planet

Barth  arad found ple  there  with
whom they could talk mingd te mind, su
that Ka's and human could rchargee
knowlslpe. Kaam came 1o live with the
humane in temgles and Bomes whese
they were brested with homor and -
st

Then—men  had  changed. There
were wars, and during them the few
wha omild “mind-galk” with the Ka'aks
had been killed when their cnemy koot
«d the templas and the city. Ka'aks who
sl lbved with men . oo, They
'h_adhadbn_,w!lhq- w'nuHhaw.lll
. They barned to bunt for their
fight, to kill—to be mare like
iman and less like Ka'at. Ka'ats who still

always ware and bad things happening
o man and animal alidke,

A shorl Hme ago a e panly kad
come indo - power among the  Kaats,
They bad re-prplored Earth and
walchid man foolishly paison . his air,
apoil the land, Kl s waee, And (hey
gaiis b belive thal . wies right o
mescue g many of thelr long-agn kin,
the warth cats, ax they could,

Thiv had Banced hadr ssmall ferey
ehips all abear fim's world,  bureving
bicause they were wire thal maen was
beeacling fir a Lt aned terrible war, And
trome thise lli;pu-‘ul'rr:.' had seet ot fEld
scpaibs b Jocage those of Earth whoo still
oould receive the Kaat mand-calls.

Tire amsl Mer had been two of
those scouts. Teo. had come o Hen
because he needed a “home” where he
might stay while he searched for thoss
ke wwould rescue. Jost as BMer had cho-
sen Elly. Mae.

Bub then something srange
had  Fappened. innull'ung;uzln- Ka'als
had nol’ counted on. It had -been 20
lomg simce thew could mind-talk  with
men That rhey did nob esen ey bery
hard any moee. Big Jim bad besn able
wo - pick wip Tiros name, arml to koow
when the by black cat was safe. And
EHly Mae had been even easier for Mer
o canmtact,

]"erh:pu it war becinm Jimn had
been w0 v sinee his parents were
killed in @ plane crash. felt a0 alene in
the foster home leven though the Dales
w te him} that -he coald
u Tire a little. And Elly hlae
=ab hsd besmn alone, boo. ¥When ber
Granny died she had no one bat Mer.

I was FRy Wlae. hunfing for her
through a bad storm ab night, who had
Ted Tim tw the hidder space shunbe ship
and had gore aboard. Tim  with her.
The mibed Kaaee hed warded b make
fim and Elly leave, bui when first Mer
and then Tiro claimed the children their
kin and agreed o acoepl mesponsibility
for thelr aclors, the childeen were al-
lowd te i with the Ea'ss, 5o when
orw of the big rescue ships had swung
gt of orkit arosined e planet Earth,
fim acell Elly were takan o bgand L-j"

d
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